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(57) ABSTRACT

A bodyshell structure of a railcar, includes a plurality of side
window opening portions formed on a side bodyshell along a
railcar longitudinal direction, and the side window opening
portions include a plurality of large window opening portions
arranged on a railcar-longitudinal-direction center portion of
the side bodyshell and a plurality of small window opening
portions arranged on both railcar-longitudinal-direction sides
of the large window opening portions and each having a
smaller opening area than the large window opening portion.

4 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
BODYSHELL STRUCTURE OF RAILCAR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a bodyshell structure of a
railcar, and particularly to a bodyshell structure configured to
improve ride quality and be reduced in mass.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, a reduction in mass of railcars has been
demanded with an increase in speed of the railcars, and rail-
cars that are improved in comfort of passengers, such as ride
quality, have been strongly demanded. In response to these,
known is a railcar bodyshell that is improved in the ride
quality by reducing the sizes of side windows to increase
bending stiffness of the bodyshell.

Known as one of the structures of side bodyshells of rail-
cars is a double skin structure using an aluminum alloy hol-
low extruded section constituted by two face plates and ribs
each coupling these face plates to each other. The reduction in
mass and the improvement in ride quality of the railcar having
the above structure have also been demanded. In response to
these, PTL 1 proposes a railcar bodyshell configured such that
only the thickness of a face plate of a hollow section consti-
tuting a pier panel that is a portion between windows of the
side bodyshell is uniformly increased in a railcar longitudinal
direction as compared to the thickness of a face plate of the
other hollow section constituting the side bodyshell. PTL 1
describes that the railcar bodyshell that is high in bending
stiffness and light in mass can be provided by the above
configuration.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PTL 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application Publication
No. 10-194117

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, if the sizes of the side windows are reduced,
passengers’ visions from the inside of the railcar are limited,
so that open feeling decreases. In addition, in the railcar
bodyshell described in PTL 1, since the thickness of the face
plate of the hollow section constituting the pier panel is
increased in the railcar longitudinal direction, the bending
stiffness can be increased, but the problem is that the mass of
the railcar increases.

Here, an object of the present invention is to provide a
bodyshell structure of railcar, the bodyshell structure being
increased in bending stiffness, improved in ride quality, and
reduced in mass.

Solution to Problem

The present invention is a bodyshell structure of a railcar,
the bodyshell structure including a side bodyshell including a
plurality of side window opening portions formed along a
railcar longitudinal direction, wherein the side window open-
ing portions include a plurality of large window opening
portions arranged on a railcar-longitudinal-direction center
portion and a plurality of small window opening portions
arranged on both railcar-longitudinal-direction sides of the
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large window opening portions and each having a smaller
opening area than the large window opening portion.

According to this, the plurality of side window opening
portions are formed by combining the plurality of large win-
dow opening portions arranged on the railcar-longitudinal-
direction center portion and the plurality of small window
opening portions arranged on both railcar-longitudinal-direc-
tion sides of the large window opening portions and each
having a smaller opening area than the large window opening
portion. Therefore, as compared to a case where the side
window opening portions are formed only by the large win-
dow opening portions, the number of pier panel portions each
between the side window opening portions can be increased,
and the areas of the pier panel portions can be increased. On
this account, the bending stiffhess of the bodyshell can be
increased, and the ride quality can be improved. In addition,
since the plurality of large window opening portions each
having a large opening area are arranged on the railcar-lon-
gitudinal-direction center portion, the passengers’ visions
from the inside of the railcar can be secured.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A to 1C Each of FIGS. 1A to 1C shows the sche-
matic configuration of a carbody according to an embodiment
of'the present invention. FIG. 1A is a side view. FIG. 1B is a
perspective view showing a part of the carbody when viewed
from the inside of a railcar. FIG. 1C is an enlarged view of a
portion A shown in FIG. 1B.

FIG. 2 is a side view showing the schematic configuration
of the carbody according to a modification example of the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B Each of FIGS. 3A and 3B schematically
shows a conventional carbody. FIG. 3A is a side view. FIG.
3B is a perspective view showing a part of the carbody when
viewed from the inside of the railcar.

FIGS. 4A and 4B Each of FIGS. 4A and 4B is a partially
enlarged view of a side window opening portion. FIG. 4A
shows an outside window opening portion of the embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 4B shows a conventional out-
side window opening portion.

FIGS. 5A to 5B Each of FIGS. 5A to 5B shows an optimi-
zation result of a thickness distribution. FIG. 5A shows the
optimization result of the bodyshell structure according to the
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5B shows the
optimization result of the bodyshell structure according to the
modification example of the embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 5C shows the optimization result of a conven-
tional bodyshell structure.

FIG. 6 is a partially enlarged view of a portion between the
side window opening portions when viewed from the inside
of'the railcar in another modification example of the embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIGS. 7A and 7B Each of FIGS. 7A and 7B shows a
relation between a window opening portion and a seat in the
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 7A shows a rela-
tion between a large window opening portion and the seat.
FIG. 7B shows a relation between a small window opening
portion and the seat.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a bodyshell structure of a railcar according to
an embodiment of the present invention will be explained in
reference to the drawings.

Each of FIGS. 1A to 1C shows the schematic configuration
of'a carbody included in the present embodiment. FIG. 1A is
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a side view. FIG. 1B is a perspective view showing a part of
the carbody when viewed from the inside of the railcar. In the
drawings, reference signs P1 and P2 denote fulcrums support-
ing a carbody 11 and respectively correspond to portions of
truck bolsters of front and rear truck frames.

As shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B, the carbody 11 of the railcar
(passenger car) includes a side bodyshell 11A. A roof body-
shell 11B is coupled to an upper portion of the side bodyshell
11A, and an underframe 11C is coupled to a lower portion
thereof. The side bodyshell 11A includes entrance opening
portions 12A and 12B and a plurality of side window opening
portions 13. As shown in FIG. 1C, the side bodyshell 11A has
an aluminum alloy double skin structure which includes an
outside plate portion 11 Aa, an inside plate portion 11Ab, and
a web portion (joint portion) 11Ac and in which the outside
plate portion 11Aa and the inside plate portion 11Ab are
coupled to each other by the web portion 11Ac.

The entrance opening portions 12A and 12B are respec-
tively formed at front and rear side portions of the side body-
shell 11A. A plurality of side window opening portions 13 are
formed between the entrance opening portions 12A and 12B
at regular intervals along a railcar longitudinal direction. The
side window opening portions 13 include four large window
opening portions 13A having a substantially rectangular
shape that is long in the railcar longitudinal direction, six
small window opening portions 13B on the front side, and six
small window opening portions 13B on the rear side, the
small window opening portions 13B each having a shorter
length than the large window opening portion 13A in the
railcar longitudinal direction. A plurality of large window
opening portions 13 A are arranged at a railcar-longitudinal-
direction center portion of the side bodyshell 11A, the small
window opening portions 13B are formed between the large
window opening portion 13A and the entrance opening por-
tion 12A, and the small window opening portions 13B are
also formed between the large window opening portion 13A
and the entrance opening portion 12B. The load of the car-
body is supported by the portions P1 and P2, and shear force
larger than shear force acting on the center portion of the side
bodyshell 11A acts on the portions P1 and P2. In order that the
side bodyshell 11A withstands the shear force, the small
window opening portions 13B are arranged on both sides of
the large window opening portions 13 A, that is, in the vicini-
ties of the portions P1 and P2. Thus, the number of pier panel
portions 14B is increased. Since the shear force is small at the
center portion, providing the large window opening portions
13 A at the center portion does not cause any problem.

Next, details of the side window opening portion 13 (the
large window opening portion 13A and the small window
opening portion 13B) will be explained.

As shown in FIG. 1B, the large window opening portions
13A include outside window openings 13Aa formed on the
outside plate portion 11 Aa and inside window openings 13Ab
formed on the inside plate portion 11Ab. Each of the outside
window opening 13Aa and the inside window opening 13Ab
has a substantially rectangular shape that is long in the railcar
longitudinal direction. Here, the inside window opening
13Ab is formed by cutting off the inside plate portion 11Ab
and the web portion 11Ac. An opening area of the inside
window opening 13Ab is larger than that of the outside win-
dow opening 13Aa. This is because a window unit including
window glass and a sash is attached from the inside of the
railcar.

Although the small window opening portion 13B is differ-
ent in size from the large window opening portion 13A, as
with the large window opening portion 13 A, the small win-
dow opening portions 13B include outside window openings
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13Ba formed on the outside plate portion 11Aa and inside
window openings 13Bb formed on the inside plate portion
11Ab, and the inside window opening 13Bb is formed by
cutting off the inside plate portion 11Ab and the web portion
11Ac.

A length of a pier panel portion 14A between the large
window opening portions 13A in the railcar longitudinal
direction, a length of a pier panel portion 14B between the
small window opening portions 13B in the railcar longitudi-
nal direction, and a length of a pier panel portion 14C between
the large window opening portion 13 A and the small window
opening portion 13B in the railcar longitudinal direction are
equal to one another.

A height of the large window opening portion 13A (the
outside window opening 13Aa) in a railcar vertical direction
and a height of the small window opening portion 13B (the
outside window opening 13Ba) in the railcar vertical direc-
tion are equal to each other. A length of the large window
opening portion 13A in the railcar longitudinal direction is
equal to a sum of lengths of two small window opening
portions 13B in the railcar longitudinal direction and a length
of' the pier panel portion 14B between the two small window
opening portions 13B in the railcar longitudinal direction.

In the carbody 11 shown in FIGS. 1A to 1C, the side
window opening portions 13 include four large window open-
ing portions 13 A, six small window opening portions 13B on
the front side, and six small window opening portions 13B on
the rear side. However, as in a carbody 11' shown in FIG. 2,
side window opening portions 13' may include six large win-
dow opening portions 13A, four small window opening por-
tions 13B on the front side, and four small window opening
portions 13B on the rear side.

Next, differences between the side window opening por-
tion 13 of the present embodiment and a conventional side
window opening portion 23 will be explained. Each of FIGS.
3 A and 3B schematically shows a conventional carbody. FIG.
3Aisasideview. FIG. 3B is aperspective view showing a part
of the carbody when viewed from the inside of the railcar.

A conventional carbody 21 includes entrance opening por-
tions 22A and 22B respectively formed at front and rear side
portions of a side bodyshell 21A. The side window opening
portions 23 are formed between the entrance opening por-
tions 22A and 22B at regular intervals along the railcar lon-
gitudinal direction. Each of the side window opening portions
23 is a large window opening portion having a substantially
rectangular shape that is long in the railcar longitudinal direc-
tion. Ten side window opening portions 23 are provided.

This conventional case is the same as the above embodi-
ment in that: the side bodyshell 21A has an aluminum alloy
double skin structure including an outside plate portion, an
inside plate portion, and a web portion (joint portion); and the
side window opening portions 23 include outside window
openings 23a formed on the outside plate portion of the side
bodyshell 21A and inside window openings 235 formed on
the inside plate portion of the side bodyshell 21A. Each of the
outside window opening 234 and the inside window opening
23b has a rectangular shape that is long in the railcar longi-
tudinal direction. A reference sign 21B denotes a roof body-
shell coupled to an upper portion of the side bodyshell 21A,
and a reference sign 21C denotes an underframe connected to
a lower portion of the side bodyshell 21A.

Each of FIGS. 4A and 4B is a partially enlarged view of the
side window opening portion. FIG. 4A shows an outside
window opening portion 13a of the embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 4B shows the conventional outside
window opening portion 23a. As shown in FIG. 4A, in the
present embodiment, a length [.1 ofthe outside window open-
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ing 13Aa of the large window opening portion 13A in the
railcar longitudinal direction is 1,560 mm, alength .2 of each
of the pier panel portions 14A, 14B, and 14C in the railcar
longitudinal direction (an interval 1.2 between the outside
window openings 13Aa and 13Ba adjacent to each other) is
400 mm, and a length .3 of the outside window opening 13Ba
of the small window opening portion 13B in the railcar lon-
gitudinal direction is 580 mm. Therefore, the length [.1 of the
outside window opening 13Aa of the large window opening
portion 13 A in the railcar longitudinal direction is equal to a
sum of the length [.2 of the pier panel portion 14B in the
railcar longitudinal direction and the lengths .3 ofthe outside
window openings 13Ba of two small window opening por-
tions 13B in the railcar longitudinal direction (L1=L2+2x
L3). In addition, a length [.4 of the outside window opening
13 Aain the railcar vertical direction is 650 mm, and a curva-
ture radius R1 of a curved portion of each corner of the outside
window opening 13Aa is 125 mm.

For example, the length of the large window opening por-
tion 13A in the carbody longitudinal direction is set to 1,560
mm, that is, larger than the small window opening portion
13B having the length of 580 mm. With this, the wide vision
from the inside of the railcar can be secured, the open feeling
can be offered to the passengers, and the comfort can be
improved. In addition, since the number of pier panel portions
can be made larger than the number of conventional side
window opening portions 23, and the areas of the pier panel
portions can be made larger than those of the conventional
side window opening portions 23, the bending stiffness of the
bodyshell can be increased, and the ride quality can be
improved.

As shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, the seats on which the
passengers are seated are arranged in a transverse seat
arrangement (so-called cross seat arrangement) in which each
seat is provided orthogonal to the railcar longitudinal direc-
tion of the carbody 11. As shown in FIG. 7A, the length .1 of
the large window opening portion 13A in the railcar longitu-
dinal direction needs to be larger than a pitch SP1 between the
seats adjacent to each other in the railcar longitudinal direc-
tion and smaller than twice the pitch SP1, and is preferably
about 1.5 times the pitch SP1. For example, the length L1 of
the large window opening portion 13A in the railcar longitu-
dinal direction is a length obtained by subtracting the length
L2 of the pier panel portion 14A in the railcar longitudinal
direction from twice the seat pitch SP1 (L1=2xSP1-1.2). As
shown in FIG. 7B, one small window opening portion 13B is
arranged for one transverse seat 101, and a pitch between the
small window opening portions 13B is equal to the seat pitch
SP1.

By adjusting the pitch between the seats and the length of
the pier panel portion, one large window opening portion 13A
is arranged for two seats, and one small window opening
portion 13B is arranged for one seat. In a case where the
railcar runs in any direction along the railcar longitudinal
direction, the visions from the window opening portions 13A
and 13B can be secured for the passengers on the seats.

As shown in FIG. 4B, a length .11 of the conventional side
window opening portion 23 in the railcar longitudinal direc-
tion is 1,600 mm, an interval .12 between the adjacent out-
side window openings is 360 mm, a length [.13 of the con-
ventional side window opening portion 23 in the railcar
vertical direction is 650 mm, and a curvature radius R11 of a
curved portion of each corner of the outside window opening
is 125 mm.

As above, in the present embodiment, the number of pier
panel portions is made larger than that of the conventional
structure, and the total area of the pier panel portions is made
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larger than that of the conventional structure. A bending load
(shear force) acts on the carbody 11 by using the portions P1
and P2 of the truck bolsters of the truck frames as the ful-
crums. However, by increasing the pier panel portions as
above, the bodyshell structure whose bending stiffness is
increased can be realized.

Next, an optimization analysis was carried out, which
minimizes the mass of the bodyshell on condition that a
design variable is the thickness of an extruded section of the
aluminum alloy double skin structure, a limiting condition is
the natural frequency of the carbody, and an objective func-
tion is the mass of the bodyshell. In order to secure satisfac-
tory ride quality of the railcar, it is preferable that the natural
frequency of the carbody be set to be higher than the natural
frequency of a spring system of the truck by 1 Hz or more.
Here, in the present embodiment, when the natural frequency
of the spring system of the truck is N Hz, the natural fre-
quency of the carbody that is the limiting condition is set to
N+1.2 Hz. The natural frequency of the carbody having the
conventional structure shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B is N+0.2
Hz.

Each of FIGS. 5A to 5C is a diagram showing an optimi-
zation result of a thickness distribution. FIG. 5A shows the
optimization result of the bodyshell structure according to the
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5B shows the
optimization result of the bodyshell structure according to a
modification example of the embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 5C shows the optimization result of a conven-
tional bodyshell structure.

According to the above results, in order to increase the
natural frequency of the carbody of the conventional bodys-
hell structure up to N+1.2 Hz, the thickness distribution
becomes the thickness distribution shown in FIG. 5C, and the
mass of the bodyshell increases by 1.86 tons. Inthe case of the
bodyshell structure of the present embodiment, the thickness
distribution becomes the thickness distribution shown in FIG.
5A or 5B, and the mass of the bodyshell structure increases
only by 0.47 ton or 0.81 ton. The optimization results shown
in FIGS. 5A to 5C are results in a case where the natural
frequency N of the spring system of the truck was set to 8.5
Hz. However, it has been confirmed that the same results as
above can be obtained even if the natural frequency N of the
spring system of the truck varies.

As above, according to the bodyshell structure of the rail-
car of the present embodiment, the ride quality is improved,
and the comfort is increased. In addition, the reduction in
mass of the railcar can be realized.

Based on the sizes of the side window opening portions
shown in FIG. 4A, calculated is a length V of a range where
the large window opening portions 13 A are arranged about a
railcar-longitudinal-direction center position X of the car-
body 11 between the truck bolsters of the truck frames sup-
porting the carbody 11 (between the portions P1 and P2) (see
FIG. 1A). According to this calculation, regarding the car-
body 11 shown in FIGS. 1A to 1C, in a case where a railcar-
longitudinal-direction length between the truck bolsters is W,
the large window opening portions 13A are arranged in the
range having the length V corresponding to about % of the
length W. Regarding the carbody 11' shown in FIG. 2, the
large window opening portions 13A are arranged in a range
having a length corresponding to about % of the length W.

Therefore, in a case where the large window opening por-
tions 13A are arranged in the range having the railcar-longi-
tudinal-direction length V corresponding to % to % of the
railcar-longitudinal-direction length W between the truck
bolsters about the railcar-longitudinal-direction center por-
tion X between the truck bolsters (P1 and P2) of the truck
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frames supporting the carbody 11 (see FIG. 1A), it is expected
that the bending stiffness is increased, the ride quality is
improved, and the reduction in mass is realized. The reason
why only the portion between the truck bolsters of the truck
frames (between the portions P1 and P2) is considered is
because this portion affects the bending stiffness of the car-
body 11.

The above embodiment may be modified as below to be
carried out.

(1) The side bodyshell has the aluminum alloy double skin
structure, but the present invention is not limited to this. The
present invention may be applied to the single skin structure
including only the outside plate portion. This is because since
the number of pier panel portions can be increased, and the
areas of the pier panel portions can be increased as with the
above-described case, the bending stiffness can be increased,
and the ride quality can be improved.

(ii) As shown in FIG. 6, large window opening portions
13A' and small window opening portions 13W may be
formed such that the opening area of each of outside window
openings 13Aa' and 13Ba’ formed on the outside plate portion
is further made smaller than the opening area of each of inside
window openings 13Ab' and 13Bb' formed on the inside plate
portion as compared to the above-described case, and the area
of'the portion where only the outside plate portion 11Aa exist
as the single skin structure is increased. With this, the area of
a pier panel portion 14D can be made larger than that of the
conventional side window opening portion. Thus, the bend-
ing stiffness can be increased, and the ride quality can be
improved.

(iii) Each of the opening shape of the large window open-
ing portion and the opening shape of the small window open-
ing portion is not limited to the above-described substantially
rectangular shape. For example, the large window opening
portion may have a substantially oval shape, and the small
window opening portion may have a substantially circular
shape (for example, a substantially perfect circular shapeor a
substantially elliptical shape).

The invention claimed is:

1. A bodyshell structure of a railcar, the bodyshell structure
comprising:

aside bodyshell including a plurality of side window open-

ing portions formed along a railcar-longitudinal-direc-

tion; and

a plurality of seats arranged in the railcar-longitudinal-

direction, wherein:

the side window opening portions include a plurality of
large window opening portions arranged on a railcar-
longitudinal-direction center portion of the side body-
shell and a plurality of small window opening por-
tions arranged on each of both railcar-longitudinal-
direction sides of the large window opening portions,
the plurality of small window opening portions being
disposed between a plurality of fulcrums correspond-
ing to truck bolsters of truck frames supporting a
carbody, and each of the plurality of small window
opening portions having a smaller opening area than
the large window opening portion;

a pitch between the small window opening portions in
the railcar-longitudinal-direction is equal to a pitch
between the seats in the railcar-longitudinal-direc-
tion;

the small window opening portions are arranged such
that one small window opening portion corresponds
to one seat, and the large window opening portions are
arranged such that one large window opening portion
corresponds to two seats;
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a first longitudinal length between each of the plurality
of large window opening portions, a second longitu-
dinal length between each of the plurality of small
window opening portions, and a third longitudinal
length between the plurality of large window opening
portions and the plurality of small window opening
portions are equivalent; and

a length of the large window opening portion in the
railcar-longitudinal-direction is equal to a sum of a
length of a pier panel portion in the railcar-longitudi-
nal-direction and lengths of two small window open-
ing portions in the railcar-longitudinal-direction, the
pier panel portion being a portion between the small
window opening portions.

2. The bodyshell structure according to claim 1, wherein
between the truck bolsters of the truck frames supporting the
carbody, the large window opening portions are arranged only
in a range having a length of 4% to %% of a railcar-longitudinal-
direction length between the truck bolsters about a railcar-
longitudinal-direction center position between the truck bol-
sters.

3. The bodyshell structure according to claim 1, wherein
the side bodyshell includes an outside plate portion, an inside
plate portion, and a joint portion configured to join the outside
plate portion and the inside plate portion.

4. A bodyshell structure of a railcar, the bodyshell structure
comprising:

a side bodyshell including a plurality of side window open-
ing portions formed along a railcar-longitudinal-direc-
tion; and

a plurality of seats arranged in the railcar-longitudinal-
direction, wherein:
the side window opening portions include a plurality of

large window opening portions arranged on a railcar-
longitudinal-direction center portion of the side body-
shell and a plurality of small window opening por-
tions arranged on both railcar-longitudinal-direction
sides of the large window opening portions and each
of the plurality of small window opening portions
having a smaller opening area than the large window
opening portion;

a pitch between the small window opening portions in
the railcar-longitudinal-direction is equal to a pitch
between the seats in the railcar-longitudinal-direc-
tion;

the small window opening portions are arranged such
that one small window opening portion corresponds
to one seat, and the large window opening portions are
arranged such that one large window opening portion
corresponds to two seats;

between the truck bolsters of the truck frames support-
ing the carbody, the large window opening portions
are arranged in a range having a length of 4% to %6 ofa
railcar-longitudinal-direction length between the
truck bolsters about a railcar-longitudinal-direction
center position between the truck bolsters; and

a length of the large window opening portion in the
railcar-longitudinal-direction is equal to a sum of a
length of a pier panel portion in the railcar-longitudi-
nal-direction and lengths of two small window open-
ing portions in the railcar-longitudinal-direction, the
pier panel portion being a portion between the small
window opening portions.
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